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Enriching this City
The Bellingham Music Club has enriched this city with musical opportunities. Martin Bray and I first experienced this personally three years ago. BMC member and theater director Martha Benedict invited us
to help her create A Broadway Cabaret for BMC’s Night Beat series. We loved the experience and found
ourselves thoroughly hooked! With Isabelle Cormier’s and Jack Frymire’s confidence, and BMC’s support behind our next two shows, A Swell Party With Cole Porter, and most recently, Broadway Takes on
Politics, we discovered an enthusiastic and growing audience each year. We also enjoyed incredible
generosity from other partners. The Firehouse Performing Arts Center provided services beyond expectations, and Mount Baker Theatre gave us valuable, free rehearsal space. BMC helped us expand our
horizons and opened so many doors for us. In return, we hope that we could bring new talent and new
audiences into the BMC’s sphere.
Other creative doors were opening at the same time. The Whatcom Symphony Orchestra and the Whatcom Chorale, both strongly supported by BMC members, have made it possible for me to grow as a
concert composer. On Dec. 4, these remarkable ensembles will be performing my fourth locallycommissioned work, The Feast of Lights. This symphonic piece tells the Hanukkah story through the poetry of Emma Lazarus, most famous for her 1883 poem, The New Colossus, which gave voice to the
Statue of Liberty. I am honored that conductors Yaniv Attar and Debbie Brown have chosen to perform
my work. It is very meaningful to be able to write for singers and musicians I know so well both personally and professionally.
Over the decades, the BMC has supported young
musicians through awards and showcase performances, and the community has responded with
increasing opportunities for local musicians and
artists. Martin and I feel like we are benefitting
from this long legacy. This is one reason we are
so grateful to the BMC for welcoming and encouraging us to participate in the process.
— Scott Henderson

Editor's note: Scott Henderson is a former executive director of the Whatcom Symphony Orchestra. Scott's
hometown is Maywood, N.J. He attended Indiana University Bloomington (B.M. in music composition) and UCLA
School of Management (M.B.A. arts management). He collects Victorian and Edwardian illustrations, photos and
ephemera.

Next Bellingham Music Club Concert
The Squalicum Storm Singers, directed by Jason Parker, will perform for BMC at 10:30 a.m. Dec. 7 at Trinity Lutheran Church, 119 Texas St., Bellingham. There will be a holiday tea in Trinity Lutheran's Grace Center after the
Dec. 7 concert. Volunteers who would like to bring sweets and savories, please sign up on the sheet in the lobby
today.
Board notes: As of mid-October, BMC membership was 197, with 183 paid members and 14 lifetime members.
It’s always a good time to join. Please see Will Ellender at the membership table. $25 goes a long way to support
BMC endeavors!
New members: BMC welcomes new members Betsy Freeman, Barbara Clary and Shirley Walker.
Donations: BMC thanks Jon and Joanne Donnellan and Mary Jan Vetter for their generous donations.

Upcoming events
Pacific Northwest Opera (formerly Skagit Opera) presents Georges Bizet’s
ever-popular opera Carmen at McIntyre Hall in Mount Vernon on Nov. 4, 6, 11
and 13. “It is one of the three great operas that everyone wanting to learn
about opera should start with: Aida, Bohème and Carmen,” or the ABCs of
opera, according to Mitchell Kahn, Pacific Northwest’s general director. “It is a
story of love and passion and a woman who refuses to be dominated.” Tickets
$25-59 are on sale online at www.mcintyrehall.org. More on www.pnopera.org.
The Sanford-Hill Piano Series will present Tamara Stefanovich at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 15, at the Western
Washington University Performing Arts Center. Tickets are $17 to $42. A Grammy-nominated, Yugoslav-born pianist with a wide variety of repertoire, Stefanovich has performed at New York’s Carnegie Hall, Berlin’s Philharmonie, Suntory Hall in Tokyo, and London’s Royal Festival Hall, Royal Albert Hall.
Whatcom Symphony Orchestra will present Beethoven's “Pastorale”
(Symphony No. 6) at 3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 20, at Mount Baker Theatre, 104 N.
Commercial St., Bellingham. Also on the program will be Honegger's Pastorale
d'été and R. Strauss' Concerto for Oboe in D major, featuring oboist Alex Klein
(pictured left). Tickets are $27, $34 or $39. Call (360) 734-6080.
The a cappella quartet, The Coats, known for pop harmonies blending music
and comedy, will appear at Bellingham High School for a holiday show on Saturday, Dec. 3, at 7 pm., benefiting the choir programs at Bellingham, Sehome
and Squalicum high schools. Tickets are $15 through Nov. 24 and $20 afterward at the BHS student body office,
Village Books in Fairhaven, and the downtown Community Food Co-op. Tickets will be available at the door if not
sold-out. Details: (360) 676-5006.
Whatcom Symphony Orchestra will perform seasonal choral favorites, including "The Feast of Lights" composed
by Bellingham's Scott Henderson for the WSO and the Whatcom Chorale, at 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 4, at Mount
Baker Theatre. “The Feast of Lights” is based on Emma Lazarus’ 1882 poem retelling the Hanukkah story. Tickets
are $27, $34 or $39. Call (360) 734-6080.
"

The Bellingham Music Club thanks First Congregational Church and volunteers for their gracious hospitality.

About the BMC: The Bellingham Music Club is a non-profit which has supported music in the community and enhanced cultural life in the Northwest since 1916.
It plays a vital role in Whatcom County by making music accessible to everyone with its free Wednesday morning concerts series,
and occupies a unique niche by encouraging high school and WWU students with monetary awards. The Bellingham Music Club is
an all-volunteer, non-profit organization approved by the IRS under section 501(c)(3). Any donation to support BMC endeavors will
be deeply appreciated. You can also support the BMC by becoming a member ($25 annual dues).
For more information about the BMC, pick up a brochure, talk to someone wearing a BMC nametag, visit our website
or call (360) 306-8580.

b e l l i n g h a m m u s i c cl u b. o rg

Page 3

About the Performers
Pianist Marija Ilić is an active performer of the traditional repertoire and new music in
New York City and has been praised as a "clear and decisive musician," and noted for
her "quiet intensity" by The New York Times. Her performances include recitals at the
Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie Hall, the Clark Studio Theater at Lincoln Center, the 92nd
Street Y, and Merkin Hall, as well as the Music Festival of the Hamptons, She has been
collaborating in recitals with violist Lawrence Dutton of the Emerson String Quartet, performing numerous concerts at such venues as the Smithsonian Institute in Washington,
D.C., as well as in Woodstock, Stamford, and Bronxville. She is the founding principal
pianist of Christopher Caines Dance Company, with which she has appeared regularly
since 2000, and is a member of Dan Joseph Ensemble as a harpsichordist.
A native of Belgrade, Serbia, Ms. Ilić holds her undergraduate degree from the Belgrade Music Academy, graduate degree from the Mannes College of Music, and a doctorate in piano performance from Rutgers University, with J. S. Bach's The Art of Fugue as her doctoral topic.
She is on the faculty at Concordia Conservatory, where she is also the artistic director for the "Concerts at
OSilas Gallery" music series. Her solo piano CD, featuring music by J. S. Bach, will soon be released.
Milica Jelača Jovanović was born into a family of
accomplished musicians in Belgrade, Serbia, where
she began giving recitals at the early age of 8. She
is the winner of numerous
Serbian and Yugoslavian
piano competitions. In 2003,
she won First Prize at the
23rd
Bartók-KabalevskyProkofiev International Piano Competition. She performed as a solo recitalist
and chamber musician in
the U.S., Canada, and
throughout Europe. She has recorded
for various television and radio programs. Her recording of works by
Prokofiev, Karača, Radovanović, Briggs, Radić, Sommer and Bartók, entitled Bright
Moods, has been released in 2012 under the MSR Classic label. In reviewing this CD recording, one reviewer
wrote that ''Milica Jelača Jovanović plays with sardonic wit in the Prokofieff, fantasy in the Briggs… She has a
crisp sonority and a highly sophisticated rubato. Under her fingers, every phrase is fresh and interesting.”
Her upcoming recording of Schumann works will be released under the Centaur label. The review of her performance of Schumann’s Davidsbündlertänze in Belgrade closed with this observation: “if Schumann were
alive today he might enthusiastically receive Milica Jelača Jovanović into his “League of David.” Dr. Jelača
Jovanović is currently an Associate Professor of Piano and Coordinator of the Keyboard Program at Western
Washington University in Bellingham, Washington. She holds a Master of Music Degree and Artist Diploma
from the Tchaikovsky Conservatory, and a Doctorate in Piano Performance from the University of Michigan.

Contributions or corrections? Contact the Newsletter Editors: Barbara Hudson at barbi0101@yahoo.com or
Richard Howland at rsnyhowl@q.com (360) 306-8580.
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Jack Frymire presents

Fantasies and Dances
for piano four hands
Slavonic Dance in E minor, Op. 72 No. 2
Hungarian Dance in D minor No. 2

Fantasy in F minor, D. 940
Allegro molto moderato
Largo
Allegro vivace
Allegro molto moderato
Sonatina
Allegro
Andante
Vivace

Anton Dvořák
(1841-1904)
Johannes Brahms
(1833-1897)
Franz Schubert
(1797-1828)

György Ligeti
(1923-2006)

Piano Quartet Op. 47 in E-flat major
III. Andante cantabile

Robert Schumann
(1810-1856)
arr. J. Brahms

Serpent’s Kiss. Rag Fantasy

William Bolcom
(b. 1938)
Arr. Jovanović/Ilić

Night Beat

2016-2017 season presents

Dynamic Duos
from WWU Music Faculty and Friends

Enjoy an expanded program of “Fantasies and
Dances” tomorrow Thursday, Nov. 3, 7:30 pm,
at First Congregational Church. $15 tickets
available today in the lobby, at Village Books,
online on bellinghammusicclub.org and at the
door before the concert. Take a teen for free.

